[image: image1.wmf]                                                                                              






Newsletter September 2025
Welcome back….
Welcome back to all of you – We hope you had a lovely summer, and welcome to our new families, we hope you will be very happy with us!
As some of the staff have also changed rooms this term, many children will have a new key worker – 

Pre-School Staff: Carol, Lissa, Jenny and Claire
Nursery Staff: Steph, Louise, Becki and Hayley
Inclusion Support: Tina who will work in both rooms

Your child’s key worker is……………………………….…

Welcome morning…..
We will be having a welcome Morning on Wednesday 24th September from 9.00 – 10.00, when we hope you will be able to come in with your child and spend some time playing and chatting to staff to see how your child is settling in and see what we get up to!

Car Parking….

A quick reminder that we ask you all to park cars in the Victoria Common Car Park opposite, rather than our car park, making it much safer for everyone and it means that staff can get into the car park when they arrive.
Drop-offs and Collection

Pre-School Parents please drop your children at the main front door – you are welcome to come in if your child needs you to and help them find their peg.  Please encourage them to put their lunch boxes on the lunch trolley, and clothes bag on the bags trolley.  Please pass on any messages via the staff member at the door.  We will however also encourage your child’s independence in coming in by themselves when they are ready.  We prefer you NOT to come into the Hall as staff are trying to engage all the children for our morning group time sessions. 
Please try to arrive promptly for your sessions as our morning group times are a very important part of our day.

When collecting children, please come round to the side door where Janet or Jo will welcome you into the building, to go through and collect your child and leave by the front door.   This enables us to pass on any letters or messages.
Nursery Children please come in by the side door, please bring them into the building and help them to put lunch boxes on the lunch trolley and find their pegs.  Please put clothes bags on the floor under their peg, before taking them into their room – you are welcome to stay if they need you to, please be guided by staff as to when to leave!  
You are always welcome to phone us to check if they are ok!  We will ALWAYS phone you if they are not!

At the end of your session, please come into the setting to collect your child – at lunchtime you may then leave by the side door, but at the end of the day, the children may be playing in the hall, so you can go through the building and leave by the main doors.  Please make sure you are on time as many of the staff are either going on lunch break or leaving to collect their own children!
Tapestry…

Those of you who are new, should have received an email from Tapestry inviting you to activate your account.  Once you have done this you will get updates and photos about what your child has been doing at nursery.  Please note though, that each member of staff only gets one hour a week to upload all the photos and write any observations they have made, they do try to ensure that each child gets an update each week although this is not always possible!  Please also feel free to add photos etc of things you have been doing at home!
Weekly Activities…

All Children:
Sport with Izzie – Monday morning
Music with Beth – Wednesday afternoon 

Dance with Lottie – Friday morning

Additional Pre-School Activities 
Spanish with Bernie – Tuesday morning
Forest School with – Melissa - Thursday morning.  All children attending on a Thursday morning will get a chance to do Forest School sessions for half of each term – you will be sent a slip home telling you which group your child is in.  When your child is doing Forest School, please make sure their wellies are clearly named and sent in a separate named carrier bag, with any additional waterproofs they need – we do have spares if you need to borrow them, including all-in-one waterproofs! 
Please remember to take them home at the end of the day as we do not have space to store them!
Fees…

Invoices will be sent out this week.  Please pay online by bank transfer, if possible.  We will issue a receipt when your payment arrives in our account.  

If you would like to pay weekly it is helpful if you amount, then just cancel it over any holiday periods.

You may be able to apply for help with your fees from the government if you are working at least 16 hours a week – check out how by looking at the Childcare Choices website.  For each £8.00 you pay into an account, the government will top up the account by £2.00, which you can then use to pay your fees.
The Additional Charge is for all children who access free funded sessions and while it is a voluntary payment it really helps us to offset the cost of the additional activities we provide as above, as well as daily morning and afternoon snacks.  The children do really love these sessions, so thank you for your payments.  We charge £5.00 for children accessing a 15-hour funded place and £10.00 for those using a working code for more than 15 hours.  This is significantly less than many neighbouring nurseries! Please let us know if you are unable to make these payments.
Spare Clothes…

All children need to bring a small named backpack containing a change of clothes for emergencies.  
If your child is in nappies, they need to bring sufficient spare nappies for their day (at least 2!) and a pack of wipes.  If they are in the process of toilet training then several changes of clothes may be needed – including socks!  
We are having a big focus on encouraging all the children in Pre-School to become independent in their toileting needs and encouraging them to use the toilet.  Please do speak to us if you need help with the transition out of nappies.  It is much easier for children to go straight to pants rather than pull ups, as they will still treat these like a nappy! We don’t mind accidents!

Please make sure your child’s bag is clearly named on the OUTSIDE – under the straps on the back is a good place and not visible to strangers when out and about.  Please use either adhesive labels or write clearly with a biro or Sharpie. Contrary to what you think, when faced with a selection of bags, they do not always recognise their own and many have similar bags!
All bags must be taken home daily as other groups use the building on some evenings, and we do not have the capacity to store them.

Please also ensure that all coats are clearly named! I will be placing an order for name labels for all new starters this week – including any children who started after Easter.  It is also important to make sure that jumpers and cardigans are clearly named. 
If you need more labels, they can be ordered from www.mynametags.com – or speak to Janet or Jo for more information.  These labels are very good, and don’t usually come off in the wash – you can also attach them using hair straighteners instead of an iron, following the same instructions!
Wellies…

Please note that if your child wears wellies to come to nursery, they must bring a pair of indoor shoes to change into during the day.  All wellies must be clearly named on the inside.  Thank you.
Pushchairs…

Unfortunately, we do not have space to store buggies indoors.  Please leave your buggy past our side door and cover with a rain cover – if you don’t have one please fold it and use a bin bag to cover it!  

Lunches…

We give children a reasonable amount of time to eat lunches – approximately 45 minutes, but we don’t insist that they eat everything! If a child hasn’t finished in that time they have probably had enough!  We do encourage them to eat their sandwich or savoury first before having their yoghurt and/or fruit.  After that, they can choose what else they would like.  For many children 2 small sandwiches (1 slice of bread!) or a small roll or wrap is plenty, with some fruit and small yoghurt and perhaps a treat such as a few crisps in a tub – a whole packet is not necessary and contains large quantities of salt and fat, a small cake or a cereal or biscuit bar.  No chocolate bars please.  Anything that is not eaten will be returned so you can see what has been eaten.  Do speak to us if you would like ideas for lunches!

Sickness and Absences…

If your child is unwell, they must stay at home, especially if they have a raised temperature.  Children should stay home for 24 hours after a raised temperature to ensure they are infection free.  
If your child has had Paracetamol/Calpol in the morning they are NOT well enough to attend!!

After any episodes of sickness or diarrhoea, children must stay home for 48 hours after the last occurrence.
Please make sure you phone or email us if your child is absent – you can leave a message on the answerphone if necessary.  
After School Club

We do have some availability for early starts at 8.30 every morning and after school care from 3.00 – 4.30 Monday to Thursday. Early starts are charged at £5.00 per session and late pick-ups at £10.00 regardless of pick-up time.  
Photographer….

We will be having a visit from Concept Photographers on Wednesday 8th October.  They will be with us from 12.00 – 4.00 and really do take excellent pictures.  There are usually some good special offers available and make excellent presents for the grandparents!  We will have more details from them nearer the time.  You will be able to see a set of proofs before making any orders under no obligation to buy. The photographer will be with us until 4.00 so if you want to have any family group pictures, you are welcome to bring siblings.  The photographer will take photos of all the children attending on the Wednesday, however, if your child DOES NOT usually attend on a Wednesday or you wish to bring older or younger siblings, you will need to make an appointment with Janet or Jo
Long hair….

If your child has long hair, please try to ensure it is tied back and kept off their faces – headlice transfer very easily between young children!  We recommend that you check your child’s hair every time you wash it by using a fine-toothed comb and combing through with conditioner.  This way, your child will become used to the process in case we do have any “visitors”! (Spoken as a mum of 2 girls – now long grown up! Janet)
Christmas….
On Wednesday 17th December Pre-School will perform a short nativity play, to which Pre-School parents will be invited.  More information will be given closer to the time.

There will be no sessions on Friday 19th December as we will be closed and only open for our Christmas parties.  There will be more details to follow, after half term.
Diary Dates….

Welcome Morning – Weds 24th Sept, 9– 10
Concept Photographers – Weds 8th Oct.
Friday 24th Oct – closed Staff Training

Half Term Mon 30th – Fri 3rd Nov.
Re-open – Monday 3rd Nov.
Parent Consultations – w/b 10th Nov
Pre-School Nativity – Weds 17th Dec 
Last day of Term – Thurs 18th December
Christmas Parties – Friday 19th December

Christmas Holidays

We re-open on Tuesday 6th January

(Closed Monday 5th Jan – planning/training)
