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Newsletter November 2024
Parent Consultations…

We will be holding Parent Consultation appointments for all children over the next few weeks.  This is an important opportunity for you to meet with Janet or Jo and your child’s Key Worker to discuss your child’s progress.  We will be sending home staff reports of your child’s progress this week for you to discuss.  Please add your comments in the relevant box and return to us at your next session!  The report will be filed in your child’s Learning Journal which you will get when your child leaves us.
Appointments can be made at the beginning or end of sessions from Monday 11th November.  Please phone or speak to Janet or Jo at the door to arrange your appointments.

Children in Need …

Hopefully you have seen our posters regarding our annual bike ride round Victoria Common in aid of Children in Need, on Wednesday 13th November, we would love you to join us even if your child does not usually attend on Wednesdays.  They may either bring their own bikes/scooters or borrow a nursery one.  Please return the attached slip so that we know how many will be taking part and how many bikes we need to provide!  
This will not be a sponsored event this year as we are holding another sponsored event in December!  Instead, we are asking for a minimum donation of £1.00 for all entrants.  We would love you to join us to walk round the park with your children – Janet will be riding her bike to keep up with some of the speedy riders!  If they are not confident riding bikes or scooters, they can bring a push along toy or join us in buggies – younger siblings are welcome too!
Lost Clothing…

Please make sure all items of clothing your child is likely to take off ARE CLEARLY NAMED!  You all have a set of name labels, please use them! (we are awaiting our order of name labels for all new starters!) Back packs must also be clearly named on the outside – under the staps is best.  Please also make sure that hats are clearly named – most have a label you can write names on!

We cannot be responsible for items that are not labelled.  When children take off jumpers, we encourage them to put them into their bags so that 
they do not get lost! Any boots etc brought to nursery must also be clearly named and taken home at the end of sessions – we do not have space to store these items as we are not the only people who use the premises.  If children come to nursery wearing boots, they must bring a pair of indoor shoes to change into.
Cold Weather….
Now the weather is turning colder please make sure your child has mittens to wear when we go outside.  Please do not send gloves as most children are unable to put these on unaided and 30 children with gloves would mean 300 fingers to put into the right holes before playtime! Please also make sure that mittens are sewn onto elastic and threaded through coat sleeves to make sure they don’t get lost – Janet will do this for £1.00 a pair!
We also have some mittens for sale (on elastic!) for £2.50 a pair.
Photos…

Thank you for all your photo orders – we think they came out really well! In addition, your orders raised just over £300 in commission for the nursery which will go towards materials for all our Christmas crafts!
Car Parking….

I’m afraid we have no news on when the car park opposite is going to be resurfaced!  I have emailed the local councillor to ask if they have any information.  The council were consulting with us and the telephone exchange about this work back in 2019 – then Covid struck!  We thank you for your patience with this.  We will let you know as soon as we have any news!
Sponsored Rudolf Run!

On Wednesday 4th December, we will be taking part in a sponsored Rudolph Run in aid of St Mary’s Hospice in Selly Oak.  We will be taking children out in groups to the basketball court in Victoria Common and letting them run round as many times as they wish!  We hope you will support us in this – if your child doesn’t normally attend on Wednesdays, they are welcome to join for this.  We will have a sign-up list shortly to see how many extras are joining!  If your child doesn’t usually attend on Wednesday, we will ask you to stay with them during the activity.
Behaviour….
From time to time, we have children who find it difficult to share – a stage all children go through!  Some children take longer to outgrow this stage than others.  Their way of handling this may be to snatch or grab, sometimes pushing or hurting another child.  Our staff are all aware of this and of the children that find this difficult and work with the children to encourage kind hands and friendly behaviour.  We hope that your child isn’t upset by the actions of some children and ensure you that we work sympathetically with all children to encourage good behaviour.
Christmas….

On Wednesday 18th December there will be a performance of our Christmas Nativity for all Pre-School children at 2.00pm to which Pre-School parents are invited (no more than 2 adults per child please)

All Pre-School children who attend on Wednesday mornings are invited to bring a packed lunch and stay for lunch on that day.  If your child doesn’t attend on Wednesdays we would ask that you bring them in at 1.30 to allow us time to get them ready!  If your child will NOT be able to take part on that day, please let us know!
Nursery sessions will be as usual.

There will be no sessions on Friday 20th December as we will be closed and only open for our Christmas Party  
The Party will be from 9.30 – 11.30 for all children in the hall.  We will start the morning with our usual dance session before moving on to some party games and a Christmas Party themed snack time.  The morning will end with visit and present from Father Christmas.  Father Christmas will be sitting in the entrance hall at the end of the session, so any children who are wary do not have to see him if they don’t want to!
There will be a charge of £2.00 for the party towards the costs – please pay this as soon as possible.
School Applications….
Pre-School parents, remember you need to apply for your child’s place for Reception Class at School as soon as possible.  Applications close in early January.  You need to apply online – search for Birmingham School Admissions.  If you need help to do this, please speak to Janet or Jo.  Try to visit local schools beforehand so you get a realistic view of what each school offers and how your daily journey will be.  Many schools have Open Days, but if you are if you are unable to attend these, phone the school to book an appointment.

Uniform…

A reminder that we do have uniform in stock for those who want it.  Sweatshirts are £10.00 and polo shirts are £6.50.

We also have some good condition second hand items available for a donation to nursery funds.
Diary Dates….

Children in Need 
        Weds 13th November

Sponsored Rudolph Run      Weds 4th December

Pre-School Nativity
Weds 18th December 2.00

Break up

 Thursday 19th December

Christmas Party
       Friday 20th December

9.30 – 11.30

Christmas Holidays
Pre-School re-opens Tuesday 7th January 2023
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