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Newsletter January 2025
Happy New Year
Welcome back, to another new year!
We would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new families, we hope you will be very happy with us!

Charity Collections
Thank you for supporting our fundraising event last term for Children in Need, by joining in our sponsored Pedal and Push round the Park, we raised just over £100 in donations. Thank you also for your wonderful sponsorship of the Birmingham Hospice which raised over £500! - thank you for your contributions.
School Registration

A reminder that all Pre-School children should now have applied for a school place for September online by logging into the Birmingham City Council website and searching School Admissions.  The last day for applications was Wednesday 15th January.  If you have not applied and need help, please see Janet or Jo as soon as soon as possible.
Cold weather 
Please make sure that your child has both a hat and mittens for the cold weather - we would be grateful if you would send your child with mittens rather than gloves, or we would have 300 fingers to put into holes before we go out!!  We do go outside most days!  Please attach mittens to elastic and thread through coat sleeves to avoid them getting lost!  Janet will sew elastic on if you would like for £1.00 a pair to nursery funds! We also have some pairs of handknitted mittens available for sale at £2.50 (with elastic).  Please also make sure hats are named!  We encourage children to put their hats down their sleeve, so they don’t get lost when hanging their coats up!
If your child comes in wellies or sturdy outdoor boots, please make sure you bring a change of shoes for them to wear indoors.
Labels 

Please remember to label EVERYTHING your child is likely to take off or put down!! Coats, jumpers, shoes, wellies, lunch boxes, clothes bags, as several children 
have the same! We have quite a collection of unclaimed hats etc.
I will be ordering name labels for all new starters as part of your registration package this week.  If anyone else would like to order name labels, please see me and I will order some for £10 a set.  If your child 
started nursery before January, you should have a set of name labels – if not please let me know! 
PLEASE USE THEM!
Bags 

Don’t forget to bring a separate small bag for all children, with spare clothes and nappies each day – please don’t forget to take it home each day especially if someone different is collecting your child! 

Some children have quite large bags which makes storage difficult – especially for Pre-School children!  Please try to keep bags to a maximum of approx. 30cm x 20 cm if possible with a separate lunch bag/box.  

Please also make sure they are clearly named on the OUTSIDE – under the straps on the back is a good place! We do have a label machine we can make you a label if you prefer! Please ask.

Pre-School Parents

Please encourage your child to come into Pre-School independently in the mornings.  The entrance gets very congested, and some children get overwhelmed by the number of people in the lobby, there are always staff on hand to help them with their coats.  I f you are coming in, we will only allow 2 parents in at a time to help ease congestion.  Please encourage children to put their lunches on the blue trolley by the hall door, and their spare clothes bags on the white trolley – there is NO ROOM for bags on the coat hooks!
Nursery Parents
Please continue to bring your children into the room – to help ease congestion though, we will only let 2 or 3 in at a time!

Please put your child’s lunch box on the brown trolly by the fire doors, and their clothes bag on the floor by their peg.
Additional charge 
The additional charge applies to all families who access their funded sessions, this may be paid weekly, 
monthly or half termly in advance.  You should now have received your invoices.  If you have not yet begun payments, may I remind you that these are now due!  If you wish to pay weekly, you can set up a standing order and just pause it during the holidays – please set up any standing orders to come out of your account on a Monday if possible.  These charges help to cover the cost of all the additional activities that we provide such as Sport, Music, Dance, Forest School and French as well as the snack we provide daily.  The children love these activities, but they all come at extra cost!  The weekly cost is £5 if your child has 15 hours funding (or less) or £10 if you are using a 30-hour code.
Fees

Please pay fees online if possible, using your child’s name as the reference.  Please note fees are payable in advance, so preferably at the beginning of a month if you are paying monthly.

30-hour places

If your child is receiving the 30 hours funding, please check your childcare account regularly to ensure your continued eligibility.  The eligibility date should cover the whole term.  Please note that we have no more availability for 30 hour funded places until September 2025.  We do not as a general rule, offer 30-hour places to children in Nursery Group. If your child will be eligible during their Pre-School Year, please make sure you register on the Childcare Choices website during the summer term to receive your funding code, which you must then pass on to us to verify your eligibility.
Accidents/Injuries at Home

Please remember to let us know if children have bumps or bruises, they have done at home – we do need to record these so that we know it is not an injury from nursery.

If your child is absent due to illness or an injury, please make sure you phone to let us know.   
Contact Details

Please remember to keep us up to date of any changes of details especially phone numbers and email addresses or changes of family circumstances.    
Forest School
Forest School sessions for Pre-School will be continuing on Thursday mornings this term, please make sure your child has boots and warm waterproof coats for their session.  We do have sets of waterproofs if you don’t have any, but warm clothes are essential as the children will be outside regardless of the weather! Group 1 will be having sessions this half term, then they will swap over after the half term break.  Please remember to take them home in the afternoon!
Staff planning and training

As a general rule we are closed on the 1st day of the main terms – Autumn, Spring and Summer, and the Friday before the half term holidays – October, February and May.  There is no reduction in fees for funded children for these closures, as funding is only given for 38 weeks of the year, and we are open for 39 weeks.  Fees are not charged for bank holidays or other closures such as the Christmas party or school leavers celebration.

Other closures caused by bad weather will be charged to all children, as rent and wages still need to be paid.    
If we are forced to close due to bad weather, it will be posted on our Facebook page and an email sent out.  As a general rule we will only be closed if all Birmingham Schools close, but it is worth checking our FB page as well!                                                        
Car Parking
Car parking at present continues to be a problem with the car park opposite still closed!  I visited our local Northfield Councillor Esher Rai at her surgery at the Baptist Church – I had been in touch with her back in October via B31 Voices and she has been pestering the council regarding this.  One problem has been that the person she was dealing with has gone off on long-term sick leave!  She is now in touch with someone else from the parks department and will continue to pester them!  The plan is to tarmac it (and probably add payment meters!)  I did discuss with her the need for parents to use the car park for drop offs and she said she would make the council aware of the need for short grace periods for this!

Her suggestion is that we all email her – esther.x.rai@birmingham.gov.uk to raise our concerns and she can then take them to the council to raise the level of concern!  Please encourage all your friends and family to do the same – the more complaints the better!  Of course it is all down to finance.  
We thank you all for using alternative parking as there are limited spaces available in our car park for staff, especially those arriving close to 9.00 after dropping their own children at school. Please be sensitive to the needs of others – there may be those that need to park close due to disability or babies.
Tapestry

Do remember to check your child’s Tapestry account, I think most parents have now activated their accounts – if you haven’t, let us know and we can send you another activation email.  Please remember that you can share photos and activities that you have done at home too!  Staff usually put observations on the site once a week.
Sickness
If your child is unwell, please telephone the nursery to let us know so that we can monitor outbreaks of illness.  Please also remember that if your child has vomited or had diahorrea they MUST STAY HOME FOR 48 HOURS after the last episode.  

Other conditions that spread easily are 

· sticky eyes – your child must stay home until at least 24 hours after treatment has been started as this is highly contagious.
· Nits – please check your child’s hair every time you wash it, it’s a good idea to get children used to having it combed with 
conditioner and a fine tooth comb every time you wash it just in case! It is helpful if all those with long hair wear it tied back as head lice spread very easily!
(This also helps your child be accustomed to the process if they are unlucky enough to catch them!
· If your child has a raised temperature, they should not be attending nursery.  If they have had a temperature during the night, they should also stay at home the following day – even if their temperature is normal in the morning!  If they need Calpol in the morning, they are NOT well enough to attend!
Long Hair:

If your child has long hair, please ensure it is tied back from faces to help prevent the spread of nits and lice if we are unlucky enough to have an outbreak!

Chicken Pox:

We have had a child absent with chicken pox last week, so please be vigilant for spots!  Children may be slightly unwell before spots erupt.  Spots will look like small blister before scabbing over.  Although children will be infectious before the spots appear, all children must stay at home for a minimum of 5 days after the eruption of spots and until all spots have scabbed.

Chicken pox can be dangerous to anyone is immunocompromised or those in the 1st trimester of pregnancy!

Easter Event:

On Friday 11th April we are hoping to hold an Easter event where you will be invited to come and make an Easter Bonnet with your child and listen to some songs.  Hot Cross buns will be available!  If you want to take your child home after this, you are welcome to, alternatively if they are due to be with us for the full day they are of course welcome to stay.  More details will be available after half term
Diary dates:
Fri 14th Feb                            Closed – Staff Training
Mon 17th – Fri 21st Feb Half Term
Mon 24th Feb


Children Return
Fri 11th April Break up for Easter
Mon 14th – Fri 25th April
Easter Holidays
Mon 28th April                    Closed – Staff Training
Tues 29thApril
             Children Return to Nursery
