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Newsletter February 2024
New Staff

This term we have welcomed Tina to our staff team as a Part-time Inclusion Support Worker, she will be able to relieve Key Workers who need to spend more time with some children and also able to cover for other staff absences.
Parent Consultations

We will be holding Parent Consultations over the next couple of weeks – Nursery Children w/b 10th March and Pre-School Children w/b 17th March.  Staff have made written reviews of all children who started after Christmas and also those who changed rooms in January – these are being given out as soon as they are completed.  They have also updated records of all children’s learning so please see Janet or Jo to make an appointment to discuss your child’s progress.
Bags 
Please remember that all children’s bags MUST be CLEARLY NAMED on the outside.  Please label on the back underneath the shoulder straps.  Bags must be taken home daily as we do not have space to store them.  Please also make sure you only bring a SMALL BAG -again storage is a problem and Safety Hazard. The same applies to wellies etc brought for Forest School! Please make sure boots are labelled (pen inside is perfect) and taken home every day!
PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL COATS ARE CLEARLY NAMED!
Fees/Additional charge 
This will remain unchanged, at £10 for those using a 30-hour code, £5.00 for children attending for 15 hours or less.
The additional charge applies to all families who only access their free sessions, this may be paid weekly, 
monthly or half termly in advance. There are still some outstanding payments due for last half term as well as payments due this half term.  While this weekly charge is technically voluntary these charges do help to cover the cost of all the additional activities that we provide such as Sports Club, Music, Dance, Forest School and Spanish as well as the snack we provide daily.  The children love these activities, but they all come at extra cost!  If you are unable to make these payments please speak to Jo or Janet
If possible, please pay fees online, using your child’s name as the reference.  Please note fees are payable 
in advance, so preferably at the beginning of a month if you are paying monthly, or on a Monday rather than a Friday if you are paying weekly.
Accidents/Injuries at Home

Please remember to let us know if children have bumps or bruises, they have done at home – we do need to record these so that we know it is not an injury from nursery.  
Forest School
Forest School sessions for Pre-School will be continuing this term, with group 2 having sessions after half term.  Please make sure your child has boots and warm waterproof coats for their session.  We do have sets of waterproofs if you don’t have any, but warm clothes are essential as the children will be outside regardless of the weather! Please bring them in a NAMED carrier bag – please also take them home at the end of the day!
Staff planning and training

As a general rule we are closed on the 1st day of the main terms – Autumn, Spring and Summer, and the Friday before the half term holidays – October, February and May.  A reminder that there is no reduction in fees for funded children for these closures, as funding is only given for 38 weeks of the year, and we are open for 39 weeks.  Fees are not charged for bank holidays or other closures such as the Christmas party or school leavers celebration.

Other closures caused by bad weather will be charged to all children, as rent and wages still need to be paid.    
If we are forced to close due to bad weather, it will be posted on our Facebook page.  As a general rule we will only be closed if all Birmingham Schools close, but it is worth checking our FB page as well!                                                        
Car Parking
We are continuing to struggle with the council car park opposite being closed – let’s hope new funding in April will mean they get it done!  In the meantime, please keep emailing our local councillor to complain! esther.x.rai@birmingham.gov.uk
Please be mindful of others coming to nursery and staff trying to get in or out of the car park – please do NOT park across our gates, however quick you think you are going to be!

Tapestry

Do remember to check your child’s Tapestry account, most parents have now activated their accounts – if you haven’t, let me know and I can send you another activation email.  Please remember that you can share photos and activities that you have done at home too!  Staff usually put observations on the site once a week.
Sickness
If your child is unwell, please telephone the nursery to let us know so that we can monitor outbreaks of illness.  Please also remember that if your child has vomited or had diahorrea they MUST STAY HOME FOR 48 HOURS after the last episode.  Tummy bugs travel like wildfire amongst young children!
Please remember that if your child has a temperature they MUST stay at home the following day!  If your child needs Calpol in the morning THEY ARE NOT WELL ENOUGH TO ATTEND NURSERY!

Other conditions that spread easily are 

· sticky eyes – your child must stay home until at least 24 hours after treatment has been started as this is highly contagious.
· Nits – please check your child’s hair every time you wash it, it’s a good idea to get children used to having it combed with 
conditioner and a fine tooth comb every time you wash it just in case! 

(This also helps your child be accustomed to the process if they are unlucky enough to catch them!
· Hand, foot and mouth – also spreads very fast, if children have spots on their hands they must NOT attend – we wash all toys and remove our sand if a child is infected!  There is no treatment as it is a viral infection, but children can feel quite unwell especially if they have spots in their mouth.

Comic Relief

Friday 15th March is Comic Relief Day.  We will be taking part in fun challenges all week and encourage children to wear something red or come with “mad hair!” and asking for donations – please bring £2 if you are able.  I expect we will bake some cakes too so don’t forget your purse when you collect children!

Summer Trip

We have a few ideas for our Summer Trip but have not confirmed any details yet.  The cost of coaches has gone up so much that we are looking at other more local options that we can get to by bus, or which have a low entrance cost to offset the coach hire.  We are aware that many parents may be able to travel by car, meaning we could manage with only one coach instead of two.  We are hoping to go on either Friday 20th or 27th June. We hope to keep the cost at a maximum of £15 for an adult and a bit less for children.  We hope as many parents as possible will be able to join us!
Please complete the slip attached to let us know if you would be able to accompany your child, and whether you would be able to drive yourself or come by coach or get public transport with us.

Comic Relief/Red Nose Day Friday 21st March

We aren’t planning anything special this year, but if your child would like to come in with “Mad Hair” or wear red on the Friday that would be great!  You may bring in a donation if you are able.

Please DO NOT send children in with Red Noses – as they tend to share them which is not ideal!  We can paint red noses during the day if they choose!

Uniform

We do have uniform available for sale – unfortunately as with everything else, the price has gone up

Sweatshirts - £12.00

Polo shirts  - £8.00

We also have some good quality second hand uniform for sale at reduced prices.
Easter Activity Morning
We will be holding an Easter Activity morning on Friday 11th April.  Please bring your children in as usual, but we would like to invite you back in to the nursery at 10.30 to help your child make an Easter bonnet.  We will then sing some Easter songs and have a Parade in the playground (weather permitting). You may then choose to take your child home if you wish. 

If your child doesn’t attend on a Friday, you may bring them in at 10.30, providing you pre-book this with Janet or Jo. h
Diary dates 
Friday 21st March – Red Nose/Mad Hair Day
Friday 11th April
 - Easter Activity Morning 10.30

Friday 11th April  - Break up
Easter Holidays
Monday 28th April NURSERY CLOSED – TRAINING
Tuesday 29th April – Nursery re-opens
Monday 6th May

 Closed Bank Holiday

Friday 23rd May

Closed Staff Training

Half Term
Monday 2nd June – Nursery Re-opens
