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Newsletter April 2024
Welcome back to the new term – the last one for some of our families!  I think we now have a full list of which school Pre-School children are moving on to.  If your child is going to Nursery School in September, you should hear whether you have a place shortly.
For those children who will be returning in September 2024, you have all been given a form to request the sessions you would like, please ensure you have returned this.  A reminder that we limit the number of 30-hour places we offer to 12, so if you have not already let us know, please speak to Janet or Jo ASAP!
Bags… 
Don’t forget that all children need to bring a small bag with spare clothes and nappies or pants each day – please don’t forget to take it home each day especially if someone different is collecting your child! All bags MUST be clearly named on the OUTSIDE – under the straps on the back is a good place! You should be able to use the name labels we gave you, using hair straighteners instead of an iron!  We also have a label machine we can use to make you a label if you prefer! Please ask.
Name Labels….
Please use the labels we bought for you to label EVERYTHING your child is likely to take off!  We frequently have jumpers and cardigans left behind with no names on!  Especially uniform jumpers!

We are hoping for some warm weather this term, but please remember to send a named (!) jumper or cardigan to cover sudden changes in temperature!  Please remember to also to send a named sunhat.  We provide sun lotion and help all children to apply this before going outside.
Fees Increase….
Unfortunately, due to the increase in the National Living Wage by 10% in April it has been necessary to put our fees this term.  We will be receiving an increase of Government Funding, but this will not cover our increased costs.
As a result, we will be putting our fees up to £9.00 per hour.  This will equate to the following session charges –

Morning Session
 9.00 – 12.00
£27.00
Afternoon Session 
1.00 – 3.00
£18.00

Full Day  

9.00 – 3.00
£54.00

Additional half hours will continue to be charged at £5.00. We do try to keep our fees at an affordable level, and hope that you will understand our need to put them up at this time.

Additional charge… 
This will remain unchanged, at £10 per week for those using a 30-hour code, £5.00 for Pre-School attending for 15 hours or less.
The additional charge applies to families who only access their free sessions, this may be paid weekly, 
monthly or half termly in advance.  These charges help to cover the cost of all the additional activities that we provide such as Music, Dance, Forest School and French as well as the snack we provide daily.  The children love these activities, but they all come at extra cost!
Payments….
If possible, please pay fees online, using your child’s name as the reference.  A reminder also, that fees are payable in advance, so please do not leave your payments until the end of a term or half term.
Accidents/Injuries at Home….
Please remember to let us know if children have bumps or bruises, they have done at home – we do need to record these so that we know it is not an injury from nursery.

If your child is absent due to illness or an injury, please make sure you phone to let us know – you can leave a message on our answer phone.
Contact Details….
Please remember to keep us up to date of any changes of details especially phone numbers and email addresses or changes of family circumstances.    
Allergies/ Intolerances……
Please keep us up to date on your child’s allergy status, especially if you are beginning to add foods to your child’s diet.  If we have you on our list, please fill in the attached form to update our records.  If you have not received a form and you child does have allergies, please speak to us as soon as possible.
Forest School….
Forest School sessions for Pre-School will be continuing on Thursdays this term, with group 1 having sessions up until the half term break.  Please make sure your child has boots and warm waterproof coats for their session.  Please bring these in a NAMED carrier bag and make sure you take them home each week.  We do have some spare sets of waterproofs and boots if you don’t have any or forget them. 
Staff planning and training….
As a general rule we are closed on the 1st day of the main terms – Autumn, Spring and Summer, and the Friday before the half term holidays – October, February and May.  A reminder that there is no reduction in fees for funded children for these closures, as funding is only given for 38 weeks of the year, and we are open for 39 weeks.  Fees are not charged for bank holidays or other closures such as the Christmas Party or School Leavers Celebration.

There will be 2 Monday Bank Holiday closures this half term – see dates below!

Car Parking….
To keep all children safe during drop off times, we remind you to use the car park opposite as there are limited spaces available in our car park for staff, especially those arriving close to 9.00 after dropping their own children at school. 
Pushchairs….
Unfortunately, we do not have any undercover storage space for pushchairs.  If you are leaving your child’s pushchair, please make sure you bring a complete rain cover with you.  Please leave it just past the side entrance.

Tapestry….
Remember you can post pictures of things you have been doing at home with your children on your Tapestry page – we love to see what you have been getting up to!

Sickness and Absences….
If your child is unwell, please telephone the nursery to let us know so that we can monitor outbreaks of illness.  Please also remember that if your child has vomited or had diahorrea they MUST STAY HOME FOR 48 HOURS after the last episode.  Tummy bugs spread like wildfire amongst young children!
Your child should also NOT ATTEND if they have a raised temperature or had one the night before – if they have needed Paracetamol in the morning, they are NOT well enough to attend!  We frequently have children who “become poorly” around 11.00 when a possible dose of medicine has worn off!
Other conditions that spread easily are 

· Sticky Eyes – your child must stay home until at least 24 hours after treatment has been started as this is highly contagious.
· Nits – please check your child’s hair every time you wash it, it’s a good idea to get children used to having it combed with conditioner and a fine tooth comb every time you wash it just in case!  (This also helps your child be accustomed to the process if they are unlucky enough to catch them!)
· Hand Foot and Mouth - your child may be unwell with cold-like symptoms but then develop a (very) sore mouth with ulcer like spots and small spots on their hands and feet.  

· Antibiotics- if your child is given antibiotics, they must stay home for a full 48 hours after starting the course.

Summer Trip….
For our summer trip this year we are planning to go to the Nature Centre in Edgbaston on Friday 14th June.   Coach hire is becoming so expensive, we have opted for a more local day out.  We will be travelling by bus from here, so you are welcome to travel with us or drive yourselves and meet us there.  There will be more details shortly.
Family Fun Day….
We will be holding a Family Fun Day on Wednesday 26th June from 10.00 – 2.00.  Please note – there will be no sessions on this day, but hope you will join us for Stalls, Games a Bouncy Castle, BBQ lunch and hopefully a visit from the local Fire Brigade.
School Leavers Celebration….
There will be a celebration for all children going to Reception in September on Friday 19th July from 1.30 – 2.30.  There will be no session for nursery age children on this afternoon.  
Any Pre-School children who usually only attend for a Friday morning are invited to have lunch on that day, those who don’t attend on Fridays are invited to join us at 1.30.
Diary dates ….
Mon 6th May                            Closed Bank Holiday

Fri 24th May

         Closed – Staff Training

27th May – 31st May                      Closed Half Term

Monday 3rd June
                  Nursery re-opens
Friday 14th June                                     Summer Trip

Wednesday 26th June
                      Family Fun Day

Friday 19th July
           Break up for Summer
Wednesday 4th Sept.                    Nursery re-opens  
