Early Education Entitlement (EEE)
What is EEE?

The government is committed to ensuring that all three- and four-year olds in England are able to access high quality, free, part-time nursery places, where their parents wish them to.  Funding is available from the term after a child’s third birthday (unless a child’s birthday is at the beginning of April and Easter falls very late – see table of eligibility below)
When is my Child Eligible?

	Child born in the period
	Eligible for free place

	1st Apr – 31st Aug
	1st Sept - Autumn Term following 3rd birthday

	1st Sept – 31st Dec
	1st Jan – Spring Term following 3rd birthday

	1st Jan – 31st Mar
	1st Apr – Summer Term following 3rd birthday


How many hours are children entitled to?

15 hours universal funding a week for a minimum of 38 of the year for all 3- and 4-year olds.

30 hours funding is available for eligible families.  These are reserved mainly children in the Pre-School Group.  A maximum of 12 full time places are available.
Can I take 15 hours of funding over 2 days?

No 15 hours must be taken over a minimum of 3 days.  If your child only attends a setting for 2 days a week, they will only be entitled to a maximum of 12½ hours funding.

The funding can be accessed in a variety of ways e.g.
5 x morning sessions (9-12) 
2 x full days (9-3) plus 1 morning

5 x afternoon sessions (1-3.30) (12½ hours)

(or 12.30 – 3.30 for Pre-School children only)

The minimum length session that can be funded is 2½ hours.

Children may claim funding from a maximum of 2 settings – no more than 15 hours in total.  Parents must sign a funding agreement form at each setting they attend, each term, to declare that the amount of funding claimed, and all the details are correct.
Children starting at a setting after Headcount Day (usually the 3rd Thursday of the term) will not be able to claim EEE until the following term.  If a child has transferred from another setting, it may be possible to transfer the funding entitlement.

EEE is paid directly to the setting each term.  No top up fees may be charged where there is a difference in the hourly rate paid by the local authority and the setting. Although a weekly charge of £5.00 for children attending 15hours or less or £10 for full time children, who only access their free sessions, will be made to contribute to the costs of extra activities provided by the setting such as music, dance, Spanish, forest school and snacks.
Additional hours attended will be charged at the setting’s usual rate.

Northfield Quaker Pre-School closes for 2 days each term – usually the 1st day of each full term (Monday) and the last day of the half term (Friday), for staff training and planning.  There will be no reduction of fees for children who attend for additional hours and usually attend on these days. 
It may not be possible to offer a child the full entitlement (15 hours) at the setting – particularly for children who turn 3 during the course of the school year.  Every effort will be made to ensure that children in their Pre-School year can access as much of the entitlement as their parents choose.
If parents do not feel the setting has done their best to accommodate their child within sessions available, they may raise the issue with the Early Education Entitlement Team at Birmingham City Council
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