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Newsletter February 2024
New Staff

Sadly, in January Emma decided that due to current family commitments that she would have to leave us.  We are now looking forward to welcoming Claire to our Nursery team.  Claire is highly experienced and has worked in several local nurseries as well as having her own family.  Inevitably this will mean some key worker changes for nursery children – we will let you know who your new key worker is.
Parent Consultations

After the half term break, we will be holding parent consultations for the children who started in Nursery after Christmas, during the week of 4th March.  We will speak to those concerned to arrange an appointment for you to come and meet with your child’s key worker.  All other children will receive a review of their child’s learning and areas they are currently working on.  We ask you to read and comment on your child’s learning and then return the form to us ASAP, it will then go into their learning journal.  If you wish to make an appointment to see us in addition, you are welcome to do so.
Cold weather 
It is still quite cold when we go out to play, so please ensure that your child has mittens to wear – these should be on elastic through their sleeves to prevent them from getting lost.  I am happy to do this for £1.00 for nursery funds!  We also still have some mittens available for sale at £2.50.  
Bags 
Please remember that all children’s bags MUST be CLEARLY NAMED on the outside – you all have name labels which you can attach using hair straighteners to save using an iron!  Please label on the back underneath the shoulder straps.  Bags must be taken home daily as we do not have space to store them – the same applies to wellies etc brought for Forest School! Please make sure boots are labelled (pen inside is perfect).
PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL COATS ARE CLEARLY NAMED!
Fees

Unfortunately, due to the forthcoming increase in the National Living Wage by 10% in April it will be necessary to put our fees up in the Summer Term.  We will be receiving an increase of Government Funding, but this is not enough to cover our increased costs.

As a result, we will be putting our fees up in the Summer Term to £9.00 per hour. This will equate to the following session charges. 
Morning Session 
9.00 – 12.00
£27.00
Afternoon Session          1.00 – 3.00
£18.00

Full Day                             9.00 – 3.00
£54.00

Additional half hours will be charged at £5.00 per ½ hour.
We do try to keep our fees at an affordable level, and hope that you will understand our need to put them up at this time.

Additional charge 
This will remain unchanged, at £10 for those using a 30-hour code, £5.00 for children attending for 15 hours or less.
The additional charge applies to all families who only access their free sessions, this may be paid weekly, 
monthly or half termly in advance. There are still some outstanding payments due for last half term as well as payments due this half term.  These charges help to cover the cost of all the additional activities that we provide such as Sports Club, Music, Dance, Forest School and French as well as the snack we provide daily.  The children love these activities, but they all come at extra cost!
If possible, please pay fees online, using your child’s name as the reference.  Please note fees are payable in advance, so preferably at the beginning of a month if you are paying monthly.

Accidents/Injuries at Home

Please remember to let us know if children have bumps or bruises, they have done at home – we do need to record these so that we know it is not an injury from nursery.  
Forest School
Forest School sessions for Pre-School will be continuing this term, with group 2 having sessions after half term.  Please make sure your child has boots and warm waterproof coats for their session.  We do have sets of waterproofs if you don’t have any, but warm clothes are essential as the children will be outside regardless of the weather! Please bring them in a NAMED carrier bag.
Staff planning and training

As a general rule we are closed on the 1st day of the main terms – Autumn, Spring and Summer, and the Friday before the half term holidays – October, February and May.  A reminder that there is no reduction in fees for funded children for these closures, as funding is only given for 38 weeks of the year and we are open for 39 weeks.  Fees are not charged for bank holidays or other closures such as the Christmas party or school leavers celebration.

Other closures caused by bad weather will be charged to all children, as rent and wages still need to be paid.    
If we are forced to close due to bad weather, it will be posted on our Facebook page.  As a general rule we will only be closed if all Birmingham Schools close, but it is worth checking our FB page as well!                                                        
Car Parking
In order to keep all children safe during drop off times, we remind you to use the car park opposite as there are limited spaces available in our car park for staff, especially those arriving close to 9.00 after dropping their own children at school.  Staff are now using the bottom of the car park to leave the top area free for playtimes.
Tapestry

Do remember to check your child’s Tapestry account, most parents have now activated their accounts – if you haven’t, let me know and I can send you another activation email.  Please remember that you can share photos and activities that you have done at home too!  Staff usually put observations on the site once a week.
Sickness
If your child is unwell, please telephone the nursery to let us know so that we can monitor outbreaks of illness.  Please also remember that if your child has vomited or had diahorrea they MUST STAY HOME FOR 48 HOURS after the last episode.  Tummy bugs travel like wildfire amongst young children!
Other conditions that spread easily are 

· sticky eyes – your child must stay home until at least 24 hours after treatment has been started as this is highly contagious.
· Nits – please check your child’s hair every time you wash it, it’s a good idea to get children used to having it combed with 
conditioner and a fine tooth comb every time you wash it just in case! 

(This also helps your child be accustomed to the process if they are unlucky enough to catch them!
World Book Week

World Book Day is on during week beginning 4th March, we will be looking at some of our favourite stories all week.  Your child is welcome to come dressed up as their favourite Story Book character on Wednesday 6th March and bring a copy of the book with them – preferably not Disney characters or superheroes! This isn’t a fundraising event – just for fun!
Comic Relief

Friday 15th March is Comic Relief Day.  We will be taking part in fun challenges all week and encourage children to wear something red or come with “mad hair!” and asking for donations – please bring £2 if you are able.  I expect we will bake some cakes too so don’t forget your purse when you collect children!

Summer Trip

We are hoping to go to a nearby farm - we are not able to confirm this until later this term but are hoping that it will be either Friday 14th or 21st June. The cost will be in the region of £15 each.  We hope as many parents as possible will be able to join us!
Diary dates 
Weds 4th March


Dress-Up Book Day
W/B Mon 11th March

Comic Relief (Fri 15th)
Friday 22nd March

Break up
Easter Holidays
Tuesday 9th April

 Nursery re-opens
Monday 6th May

 Closed Bank Holiday

Friday 24th May


Closed Staff Training

Summer Half Term

Monday 3rd June

Nursery re-opens
Friday 14th or 21st June

Summer Trip

Friday 19th July


Break Up

There will be a School Leaver’s celebration in the afternoon of Friday 19th July to which Pre-School parents will be invited.  All NURSERY Group children must be collected at 12.00 on that day.



Summer Holidays

Autumn Term 2024 begins Weds 4th September.
